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EU proposal on the revised emission reporting Guide lines and on the draft EB decision on 

emission data reporting  
 
 
At its 41st session in April 2008, the WGSR validated the draft revised (2008) Emission Reporting 
Guidelines, as advised by the Group of Legal Experts. The EU broadly supports the proposals. At its 
42nd session the presidency of the European Union (EU) informed the meeting that the EU Member 
States were still considering whether to propose further amendments to the draft revised Emission 
Reporting Guidelines at the twenty-sixth session of the Executive Body with a view to strengthening 
the Guidelines’ implementation (see paragraph 7 of the report). As a consequence,  the EU would 
propose some amendments in order to increase efficiency of the text.  
 
The  EU proposes to: 
 

- Delete from the Guidelines all references to obligations to exchange informations, 
because there is no need to repeat these references as the legal obligation should come 
directly from the Convention, its protocols and the implementing EB Decision(s). Deletion 
does not remove the obligations as such, but does not emphasise them either. (The text 
proposals are to be found in Part I below);  

 
- Extend the EB decision with an agreement between the Parties that from a certain year 
(for further consideration) onwards all Parties shall, in accordance with the above-
mentioned Guidelines, estimate and exchange informations on their annual emissions of 
air pollutants (also for further consideration).(The text proposals are to be found in Part II 
below). 

 
Following the discussion during the 32nd session EMEP SB (see paragraph 40 of the report), it was 
proposed that the EB should decide to adopt the draft Guidelines with amendments in paragraphs 17, 
18 and 26(b). The new text proposals are to be found in Part III below. The proposed amendments 
follow three important objectives:  
 

- to end any misunderstanding as to which emissions from aviation and shipping have to 
be reported; 

 

- to get better consistency between the national emission totals for the Gothenburg 
Protocol  and those for NECD; 

 

 to ensure comparability and consistency with the reporting of the same air pollutants to 
UNFCCC and for the EU Member States also under Decision 280/2004/EC, which was 
initially one of the main drivers for the revision of the Emission Reporting Guidelines 
anyway.  

 
 
Part I: Amendments proposed to the “GUIDELINES FOR REPORTIN G EMISSION DATA UNDER 
THE CONVENTION ON LONG-RANGE TRANSBOUNDARY AIR POLL UTION”  
 
“III. SCOPE  
 
6. The Guidelines offer guidance for reporting emission data related to the substances specified in part 
A of Annex I to these Guidelines, and define the scope of reporting of emission-related information by 
Parties.  
 
7. Parties are required to report only on the substances and for the years set forth in protocols that 
they have ratified and that have entered into force.  
 
8. The Guidelines apply only to Parties within the geographical scope of EMEP3, as defined in the 
1994 Protocol on EMEP, including those Parties whose respective national territories have a part that 
overlaps with the EMEP emissions reporting grid and another part lying outside the EMEP domain4. 
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Parties outside the geographical scope of EMEP are encouraged to take the Guidelines into account 
when preparing and reporting their annual submissions, and to exchange information similar to that 
listed in paragraphs 9 and 10 below.  
 
9. Emission reporting required under the Convention and its protocols is set out in sub-paragraphs (a) 
to (h) below:  
 

(a) Contracting parties shall, in accordance with Article 8, paragraph (a), of the Convention, 
exchange available information on emissions of the agreed air pollutants set out in Part A to Decision 
2002/10, and at the periods of time reffered in that Decision.  
 
 
 
 
Part II : Amendments proposed to the “DRAFT DECISION ON EMI SSION DATA REPORTING 
UNDER THE CONVENTION AND ITS PROTOCOLS” 
 
“The Parties to the Convention, the Protocol on Nitrogen Oxides, the Protocol on Volatile Organic 
Compounds, the 1994 Sulphur Protocol, the Protocol on Heavy Metals, the Protocol on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants and the Gothenburg Protocol, meeting within the Executive Body, 
 
Referring to the Guidelines for Reporting Emissions Data under the Convention on Long Range 
Transboundary Air Pollution (hereinafter “the Guidelines”) approved at the [thirty-second] session of 
the EMEP Steering Body, and adopted by the Executive Body at its [twenty-sixth] session, 
 
Recognising the importance of reliable emission data not only for the purpose of reviewing Parties' 
compliance with obligations under the Protocols, but also as a basis for scientific work to further 
develop abatement strategies under the Convention, 
 
Recalling Decision 2002/10 laying  down the pollutants in respect of which all Parties to the 
Convention shall exchange available information on emission data and that these emissions shall be 
reported for each calendar year for national totals, and every fifth year for gridded data.  
 
Recognising that the Guidelines apply only to Parties within the geographical scope of EMEP, 
including those Parties whose respective national territories have a part that overlaps within the EMEP 
emissions reporting grid and another part lying outside the EMEP domain, and that Parties outside the 
geographical scope of EMEP are encouraged to take the Guidelines into account when preparing and 
reporting their annual submissions and to exchange similar available information, 
 
A. Decision under the Convention, the Protocol on Volatile Organic Compounds and 
the 1994 Sulphur Protocol 
 
Recalling the Executive Body’s Decision 2002/10 on Emission Data Reporting under the Convention 
and the Protocols in force, 
 
Decide that the Guidelines referred to in Decision 2002/10 shall be the above-mentioned Guidelines, 
noting that no revision to the Guidelines will affect this specification unless and until it has been 
expressly so decided by the Executive Body. 
 
Decide that from [YEAR] onwards all Parties shall, in accordance with the above mentioned 
Guidelines, estimate and exchange information on their annual emissions of the following air 
pollutants: [………………………………].  
 
[Comment: Parties are invited to have a position on which air pollutants to be reported as annual 
emissions and from which year onwards. Pollutants relevant for follow up and development of the 
Convention and its protocol are found in Annex I to the Guidelines and in Decision 2002/10.   
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B. Decision under the Protocol on Nitrogen Oxides 
 
Acting under Article 8, paragraph 2, of the 1988 Protocol on Nitrogen Oxides, 
 
1. Specify that the uniform reporting framework, referred to in Article 8, paragraph 2, of the 1998 
Protocol on Nitrogen Oxides, in accordance with which information shall, as far as possible, be 
submitted, shall be the reporting formats given in Annex IV to the above-mentioned Guidelines, noting 
that no revision to the Guidelines will affect this specification unless and until it has been expressly so 
decided by the Executive Body. 
 
C. Decision under the 1994 Sulphur Protocol 
 
Acting under Article 5, paragraph 1, of the 1994 Sulphur Protocol, 
 
1. Specify that the guidelines containing emission data for all relevant source categories used to report 
on the levels of national annual emission sulphur emissions as mentioned in Article 5, paragraph 1(b), 
of the 1994 Sulphur Protocol are the above-mentioned Guidelines; 
 
2. Decide that the format and content for emissions and other reporting under the 1994 Sulphur 
Protocol are those set out in the above-mentioned Guidelines, noting that no revision to the Guidelines 
will affect this specification unless and until it has been expressly so decided by the Executive Body. 
 
D. Decision under the Protocol on Heavy Metals, the Protocol on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants and the Gothenburg Protocol 
 
Acting under Article 7, paragraph 1(b), of the Gothenburg Protocol, 
 
Recalling the Executive Body’s decision 2005/1 on Emission Data Reporting under the Protocol on 
Heavy Metals, the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants and the Gothenburg Protocol, and in 
particular paragraph 1 of Decision 2005/1, 
 
1. Approve the decision by the EMEP Steering Body at its thirty-second session that, in addition to the 
emission projections for 2010, 2015 and 2020 as specified in Decision 2005/1, Parties within the 
geographical scope of EMEP shall also report, if available, their data on emission projections for 2030 
and longer-term projections (e.g. 2050), if available.” 
 
 
 
 
Part III :  Amendments proposed to  ECE/EB.AIR/2008/4 - Guid elines for reporting emission data 
under the Convention on long-range transboundary ai r pollution.  
 
- Replace paragraph 17 and 18 by:  
 
17. International aviation is defined in part B to these Guidelines. Emissions of aviation (national and 
international) during the LTO cycle belong to the national totals. Cruise emissions from domestic and 
international aviation should not be included in national totals. However, for the purpose of correct 
reporting to the UNFCCC, cruise emissions from domestic aviation and LTO-emissions from 
international aviation should also be reported as separate items. 
 
18. International shipping is defined in part B of Annex I to these Guidelines. Emissions from fuels 
used for international maritime shipping should not be included in the national totals, but should be 
reported separately as a memo item. Emissions from international inland shipping should be included 
in the national totals for the part that is emitted on national territory, but should also be reported 
separately for the purpose of correct reporting to the UNFCCC. 
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- Add two sentences in paragraph 29 (a) as follows:  
 
29 (a) Reporting deadlines: The deadline for submitting emission reports is 15 February. The deadline for 
submitting gridded data and LPS data is 1 March. The deadline for submitting the IIR is 15 March. Parties 
are, however, encouraged to submit their IIRs at the same time as they submit their emission reports.  
The European Community may deliver the emission report, the gridded data and LPS data for the 
European Community on 30 April. The European Community may deliver a compilation of the IIRs of the 
EU Member States on 30 May; 
 
 
- Replace the second sentence in paragraph 29 (b) as follows:  
 
29 (b). “Reporting templates to be applied by Parties are available on the website of the EMEP Centre 
on Emission Inventories and Projections (www.emep-emissions.at). These templates automatically 
generate two totals, one for compliance with protocol obligations and the EU NEC Directive and one in 
accordance with the Guidelines of the UNFCCC.  
 
 


